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March 28, 1989
PRESS-BAR ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED IN CONFERENCE APRIL 27 AT UM 
MISSOULA —
Distinguished journalists and lawyers will participate in a 
conference on press-bar issues April 27 at the University of
Montana's University Center Ballroom.
"Allies and Adversaries: The Press, the Bar and Justice,
sponsored by UM’s Schools of Law and Journalism, will address 
issues of privacy rights, fairness of trials and the public s 
right to know. The event will coincide with UM’s Journalism Days 
for high school students interested in journalism careers.
The conference's leadoff speaker will be Heath Meriwether, 
executive editor of the Detroit Free Press. He was executive 
editor of the Miami Herald during that paper’s stakeout of 1988 
Presidential candidate Gary Hart’s townhouse and its coverage of 
Hart's relationship with model Donna Rice. His talk "Beyond Gary 
Hart: Implications for the Press, Privacy and Public Figures"
will be from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
From 9:45 to 10:45 Marjorie Nichols, national public affairs 
columnist for the Ottawa Citizen, will discuss "Enemies Within: 
The Media Baronies." A 1968 UM graduate, she’s one of Canada's 
best-known political commentators.
Investigative reporter Jack Cloherty of WRC TV in 
Washington, D.C., and Charles Johnson, chief of the Great Falls 
Tribune Capitol Bureau, will present "The Spin Doctors: How They
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Operate on the News.” Their discussion about government
reporting will be from 11 a.m. to noon.
The afternoon session will begin at 1:30 with a 90-minute
debate over the right of privacy vs. the public's right to know.
Retired District Judge Gordon Bennett of Helena and UM law
Professor Larry Elison will participate in the debate moderated
by UM journalism Professor Robert C. McGiffert. Bennett presided
over several cases involving the issue, and Elison teaches
constitutional law and criminal procedures.
From 3:15 to 4:15 Mansfield Foundation President Francis
Dale will present "Full Court Press: The Imperial Judiciary vs.
The Paranoid Press." Dale, a graduate of the University of
Virginia Law School, was ambassador to the United Nations in
Geneva from 1974 to 1976. He was also publisher of the Los
Angeles Herald Examiner and the Cincinnati Enquirer.
Dale, Meriwether, Nichols, Cloherty and Johnson will
participate in the evening's panel discussion, "What’s News: Who
Decides and Why," from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
UM journalism faculty will offer newspaper workshops April
28 to high school students. The conference'll conclude with a
Montana high school newspaper awards banquet.
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